
 

Thought for the Day Luke 4:14-21 

 Hometowns can be the most familiar places in the world. They are where a 
person is remembered well, where relationships go back for generations and 
where it can be very hard to gain respect. No matter who you have become or 
what you have done, everyone remembers the time you got your head stuck in 
the railings when you were three. 

  Familiarity and contempt can also be a huge barrier to communicating the 
love of God and gospel of Jesus Christ. There are people who boldly 
communicate Christian truth everywhere they go but turn speechless when trying 
to share the gospel with parents, brothers, sisters and other relatives.  

 This section of Luke’s gospel is almost like a newspaper story printed in the 
local paper under a series of three headlines. In today’s reading we have the first 
headline "Local boy makes good!" 

  The story begins with Jesus’ return to Galilee. Jesus had been gone for 
months. He was baptized by John in the Jordan and then tempted by Satan in 
the Judean Wilderness. He returned to the province of Galilee where his fame 
quickly spread. Galilee is the area where Jesus grew up. It was a bit like the 
Gwynedd of Palestine, up north. It was a fairly small province (50 miles north to 
south; 25 miles east to west). The name came from Galil which is the Hebrew 
word for "circle" - - probably because Galilee was encircled with non-Jewish 
nations. 

 We probably think of Galilee as a rural area with little population and small 
villages. The reality may have been far different. The Jewish historian Josephus, 
who was once the governor of Galilee, wrote that there were 204 villages in the 
province, all of which had at least 15,000 population. If his numbers are correct, 
Galilee had a population of more than 3 million people, about that of Wales, in an 
area not quite as big as Denbighshire, and a little bigger than Anglesey. 

 It is a fertile agricultural area with lots of water and trees. Major trade routes 
connected through Galilee so thousands of merchants from different countries 
and languages passed through. Jesus grew up in a place where people and 
ideas intersected. Galileans were well known for their courage, independence 
and openness to change. 

  Jesus went from village to village, teaching at each of the local 
synagogues. Synagogues were where people worshipped and learned. Only 
once in a while did they go to the big temple in Jerusalem, to offer sacrifices and 
for festivals and other rituals. 

 Synagogue services were typically divided into three parts, prayer, 
Scripture reading and teaching. The Scriptures were read from Hebrew but 
immediately translated into the local Aramaic since most people didn’t 
understand Hebrew.  The teaching wasn’t from a paid rabbi but from guest 



 

speakers or members of the congregation who were called on or welcomed to 
teach. After each teaching there was a time for questions and answers.  Jesus 
wowed them at synagogue after synagogue around Galilee. He was a wonderful 
teacher with amazing insights and a style that appealed to his audiences. 

  When Jesus came home to Nazareth he attended the synagogue on the 
Sabbath as he always did. It was the synagogue where he grew up and everyone 
knew him well. Jesus stood up to read, as a sign of respect for the Scriptures. 
Then he sat down to preach as was the usual custom. Jesus read from Isaiah 61: 
 
"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord's favour." 
 
He then sat down and started his teaching with an astonishing statement: 
  
"Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." It was astonishing for two 
reasons. 
 
 Firstly, this was a prediction about the coming of the Messiah. Jesus 
announced that he fulfilled the prophecy and therefore that he was the Messiah. 
 
 Secondly, it was all about good news. Jesus came to give good news for 
hurting people. Those who are at the bottom of society are the Spirit’s chosen 
recipients of the good news. As the gospel unfolds the poor will be identified as 
worthy hearers of the good news, as recipients of God’s kingdom, as a sign of 
Jesus’ ministry, and as invitees to the kingdom feast.  
 
 We know from the next verse in the gospel that the people were amazed at 
what they heard, and received it positively, after all they knew Jesus, he was one 
of them and they were fairly poor themselves. Everyone started to pull out their 
stories and their relationships. "I know Jesus. Yes, he’s Joseph’s son." Maybe 
thinking that as they know Jesus that they may be the first in the queue, maybe 
get a bit of preferential treatment. What we don’t hear yet is that later these same 
people turned to a different story, the one of questioning Jesus, not believing, 
taunting him and, yes eventually trying to kill him as he escapes town.   
 
 There are ways in which we are like Jesus’ hometown people. We have 
known him or at least known about him all our lives. He is so familiar to us that 
we risk treating him with contempt. We may think that we should the first to get 
the results of the good news, that we should be the first to be blessed. Or we 
may not listen to him or take him seriously. We may be wowed by the message, 
but just as quickly forget it or turn to other things. We must guard against all of 
that, both self-importance and arrogance as both can lead to the loss of Jesus.  
  



 

What could be worse than failing to hear his good news, or losing him from our 
lives? How much better to welcome Jesus home to our lives. Listen to what he 
says. Believe him and in him, living our lives the way he teaches us to do. The 
good news that Jesus proclaims, and therefore the good news that Christians 
proclaim, must be good news to the poor, to the economically disadvantaged, 
and to the marginalised of our society. Amen 
 


